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Wishing to share with the Spaniards and Portuguese in the
lucrative trade of the Far East, their East India Company
effected a settlement in the Pescadores in 1622 ;
but the Chinese authorities objected to this,
with the result that the new comers removed
to the little known, but much larger, island of Formosa.
Dutch rule lasted there from 1624 till 1661, and affairs
were administered by a Dutch Governor with the members
of his Council, who had all to report to colonial head-
quarters at Batavia. They combined with their efforts for
the furtherance of trade the propagation of the Christian
religion and no fewer than twenty-seven ordained pastors
came out from the homeland to engage in the latter service,
who, besides attending to their true official duties, super-
intended the labours of the Dutch schoolmasters, and reduced
at least three of the aboriginal dialects to a written form.

The peace which China had enjoyed for nearly three
hundred years under the Ming dynasty was rudely disturbed,
first by Japanese pirates, then by Hideyoshi's invasion of
Korea, and twenty years later by the Manchu uprising,
which ended in the overthrow of the Mings and the coming
into power of the present dynasty; the whole empire was
thrown into disorder, and thousands of the people attempted
to escape the troubles by crossing the sea, some to Formosa,
others to Japan. One of the latter married a Japanese lady
in 1624, who bore him a son, whom his parents called
Fukumatsu, but who is better known as Koxinga. The
father was really a pirate, who traded or raided as oppor-
tunity offered, and his son soon distinguished himself in
the same business. The thriving Dutch colony in Formosa
soon awakened the covetousness of people living under less
favoured conditions, and under the leadership of Koxinga
the Dutch were driven out After a long siege, worn out
with disappointment, fatigue, and famine, the little garrison
was compelled to surrender, all the public property falling
into the hands of the enemy, the brave but heavy-hearted
defenders being allowed to depart in their only remaining